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2.

SWITZERLAND: 2050
Natalie Jomini

Today, in the year 2050, Switzerland has changed immensely over the past fifty
years. From watches to robots, Switzerland has redefined technology. Advances and
difficulties overcome have propelled the Swiss to world leadership in many areas.
Swiss industry, although maintaining past trends, has championed and led the
world into an era of Artificial Humanoidal Intelligence (AHi). This robotics movement
has changed the world's standard of living. Swiss hero, Maggie Meier, developed one
of the first artificial humanoids, and the industry has taken off since then. In addition,
Swiss continue their supremacy in pharmaceutical production. The country has pursued
a vigorous medical science research program, constantly investigating and discovering
new cures. Several new antibiotics developed from plant life made their way to the top
of the world market over this past year. With these advances in medicine, the country
attracts many people as a worldwide health center. Switzerland maintains its banking and
tourist industries with a vibrancy, attracting more money and visitors each year.
Unfortunately, the traditional watch building enterprises have suffered many setbacks.
Fine watches, such as Rolexes, are still produced, although at a diminishing rate. The
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production of cheese and the harvesting of vineyards for wine has greatly decreased.
Industry has flourished through the coming of robots and the continuation of conventional
Swiss goods.
The Swiss have had a great deal of difficulty with the European Community and
foreign relations. The country's former policy of isolationism has disappeared, replaced
with one of global concern.

Switzerland attempted an entry into the European

Community as an honorary member, much like the country's previous role in the United
Nations. Years later, the decision was reversed and Switzerland became a full member
in both the United Nations and the European Community. A neutrality clause remains
in effect in both organizations, enabling the Swiss not to vote in situations where
remaining neutral is impossible. By doing this, the Swiss have a good rapport with other
countries throughout the world.
The job market has gone on a roller coaster ride over the past few years. When
the AHi movement began, many citizens lost their assembly line jobs to the technological
advances in robotics. At the same time, a more competitive work force emerged as the
center of business. Young people have the opportunity to advance due to quality of
work, not the length of their employment. Therefore, as menial jobs disappeared from
the market, people gained openings and room for promotions in other fields.
Menial jobs have almost disappeared, leaving little room for foreign employment.
Although Switzerland continues to be a refugee haven, over the past few years, work for
foreigners has decreased.

Some jobs went to the Swiss themselves as the population

grew. Swiss citizens accepted these jobs because they were the only positions available.
Today, the population growth rate is zero percent, and robots seem to have taken over.
menial fields.
As young people gained opportunities, the business focus also changed. Today,.
a refreshing entrepreneurial spirit has forwarded itself among Swiss people. More and
more citizens are starting new businesses. Amazingly, the success rate of these new
businesses rises almost daily. These businesses vary from shoes to architectural firms.
This innovative mood has inspired many Swiss to venture into the world of business on
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their own, both in the homeland and abroad.
With the rise in business, a new field emerged from a generation of aspiring
dreams-the entertainment profession. Swiss movies and artistry have taken the world
by surprise these past few years. It has become a huge, booming field, providing jobs
for many citizens. Switzerland has chosen to focus on high technology entertainment
such as virtual reality, holograms, and the worldwide, 3-D computer network known as
3Net.
Switzerland has suffered for many years due to the absence of natural resources.
Fortunately, the Swiss have made many agreements with other countries.

Foreign

countries ship in raw materials that Switzerland manufactures into precision goods . .The
finished products are sent back to the countries, and the Swiss earn a handsome profit.
The agreement has increased Swiss production, exports, and imports tremendously.
Switzerland started a new regulation in transportation twenty years ago-the
abolishment of automobile travel. The environmental concerns with car pollution had
greatly disturbed Swiss people, which led them to the termination of this contaminating
practice. Only one legalized form of vehicle transportation remains, emergency travel,
which seldom occurs. A magnetic levitation mass transit system (MagLev) is the new
form of transportation. This setup runs throughout the country, enabling citizens to go
to work or on vacation. MagLev runs between two magnetic platforms, which pull the
train equally up and down, causing a hovering appearance. With a slight electrical
charge, the train zooms through the country.

Abolishing automobile travel and

introducing the mass transit system has not only saved many lives, but has dramatically
decreased the pollution.
Besides the decrease in pollution from automobiles, the Swiss have started several
other Earth-friendly programs. The government ordered all aerosol cans banned from
use and plants many trees to "Keep Switzerland Green." Switzerland also recycles and
reuses almost every resource, for they know first hand what it is like to go without.
These environmental steps have not only improved Switzerland itself, but have increased
tourism due to the fresh air and green mountains of the country.
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Previously, male citizens were required to enlist in the military. Today, the
Swiss military runs strictly on AHi. Several men and women control thousands of AHi
robots and technologically advanced weaponry from a central headquarters in the midst
of the Alps. With this automated military, male citizens cannot enter the military to learn
to fight. Instead, the government demands that they spend time as a civilian volunteer,
working in hospitals, orphanages, sweeping up the streets, and other jobs to aid the
community. Women currently protest and picket as part of an equal rights movement to
require all citizens to enlist, instead of just males. This has not yet gone through the
government, but a bill proposing this action will be on the ballot next year.
Women have faced the challenges of equality. The Swiss have integrated the
work force, creating opportunities for women in most fields. They also enjoy suffrage,
a privilege which women worked fervently to gain.

Although jobs are not readily

available, many women work outside the household. They spend time participating in
areas of interest. After years of struggle, the government recognizes Swiss women as
equal citizens, except in the military.
The Swiss political system remains much the same as it has in the previous
millennium. The form of government remains a Federal Republic. Many parties still
exist, from communist to democratic. Today, more liberal parties come forward each
year due to the entrepreneurial, young work force. In addition, an increasing number
of women have turned to politics as a career option. Nearly half the Council of States
consists of women members. Politics, although much the same, has greatly advanced
through the introduction of women and new liberal parties.
The Swiss economy is healthy and doing well. Switzerland has had to work to
achieve this strong economy. The international value of the Swiss franc decreased for
several years before Switzerland joined the European Community. The country has
reduced its debts through increased taxes.
History and culture continue to play a role in Switzerland. Part of the country's
appeal to travelers includes the preservation of historical sights such as the Chateau de
Chillon.

Movements to modernize the monuments are repeatedly voted down,
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maintaining the majestic beauty of the past. As for culture, parades still meander through
the country with cows wearing flowers and children singing songs. August 1 continues
to end with lampoons and huge bonfires to commemorate Swiss independence.
Obviously, culture and history continue to live on in the Swiss heart and soul.
Due to the increased robotics, free time for many citizens has also escalated!
Some people choose to use this time for enjoyment, so the entertainment field has
blossomed. Others have turned their eyes to sports, walking along the endless trails, or
going to athletic clubs. The society has become health conscious, watching their diets
and exercising regularly. People often watch television during the afternoon, or listen
to music. The increase in free time has left many Swiss people seeking new hobbies and
experiences, yet still enjoying traditional activities.
Unfortunately, with the time availability, crime and drug use multiplied in past
years. Many children engaged in petty vandalism and "huffing" common household
products. Today, though, new programs have reduced these offenses. The CPLE,
Centre pour les Enfants, took to the streets informing children of the risks and
consequences of juvenile crime and drug use. Programs such as these seem to have made
the difference, as rates have dropped dramatically, and the Swiss have almost returned
to a drug-free and crimeless society.
Switzerland has entered the new era of 2050 with grace, technology, and world
relations. Maintaining neutrality, although not easy, led the country through the years.
The incredible advances and difficulties overcome by the Swiss people have left the tiny
microcosm in the center of Europe a superior world leader.
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